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Md. Anisul Wahab Khan, Project Director, Promoting Resilience of
Vulnerabale through Acess to Infrastructire, Improved Skill and
Information (PROVATI3) Project LGED,Dhaka, Bangladesh

TSR JA: TS

Arnous Hameleers, Country Director, Bangladesh Asia and the Pacific
Division Programme Management Department, International Fund for
Agricultural Development (IFAD)

Sarder M. Asaduzzaman, Assistant Resident Representative, UNDP
Bangladesh

Syeda Munira Sultana, National Project Coordinator, International Labour
Organization (ILO), Bangladesh
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Ram Das, Country Director, CARE Bangladesh

Kabita Bose, Country Director, Plan International Bangladesh

Hasin Jahan, Country Director, WaterAid Bangladesh

Shameema Akhter Shimul, Regional Coordinator, Enfants du Monde (EdM)
Dora Chaudhuri, Country Director, HEKS/EPER

Abdul Hamid, Country Director, EDUCO Bangladesh

Mizanur Rahman Bhuiyan, Country Director, Stromme Foundation
Bangladesh

Sumitra Mukherjee, Operations Director Asia Region and Country Director,
Danish Refugee Council, Bangladesh

Selim Reza Hasan, Country Manager- Bangladesh, Solidaridad Network Asia
Nurun Nahar, Country Director, Heifer International Bangladesh

Md. Mahbub ul Alam, Country Director, Pathfinder International,
Bangladesh

Sajid Raihan, Country Manager, Start Fund Bangladesh

Riad Imam Mahmud, Co-Founder Country Director, Expansion and
Innovation, Max Foundation Bangladesh

Md. Wahidul Amin, Country Coordinator, HarvestPlus Bangladesh
Zareen Khair, Ph.D, Country Director, Muslim Aid-UK Bangladesh

Md. Farhad Zamil, Executive Director, Sustainable Agriculture Foundation
Bangladesh, (SAF Bangladesh)

Wahida Anjoom, Country Coordinator, FINISH Mondial

WASTE advisers on urban environment and development

Md. Abu Aslam, Portfolio Lead, Financial Institutions,

South Asia, Water.org

Ayatullah Al-Mamun, Project Manager

HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation Bangladesh
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Shaheen Anam, Executive Director, Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF)
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3%F (A Professor Joe Devine, Associate Pro Vice Chancellor,
University of Bath, England (UK)
TR (AtF: André de Wit, Pum expert, The Netherlands

JREFES (AP Beata Godenzi, Secretary General, Enfants du Monde
AT @TF: Windi Arini, Country Director, Indonesia (a.i.) Raoul
Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law
fewreiT (2t: Pham Thi Hong, Executive Director, CEDC, Ha Noi
=T tF: Joyce Nyaboga — Otieno, Senior Network Development
Adviser, (Design and Infrastructure), Start Network
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(TS (ATF: Tilottam Paudel, President, Jagriti Child and Youth Concern
Nepal (JCYCN) Executive Member, National Youth Council, Government
of Nepal

(T (}TF: Abhinav Kumar Chaudhary, Chairman, Land Our Future

wfiewma

ATST W, TR AT @ A ({Fes, W 3REHTE

BIBIE STFIEGIGA S JIEm! (S2F1af)

T FAFe, WO AN e

Dewan A H Alamgir, International Development Expert

Sarwar Mahmud, Former chairman, National River Conservation
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Team Leader Youth Engagement & ICT, ESDO
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Md. Anisul Wahab Khan

Project Director

Promoting Resilience of

Vulnerabale through Acess to

Infrastructire, Improved Skill and Information
(PROVAT#2) Project

LGED,Dhaka, Bangladesh

MESSAGE

Heartfelt congratulations to ESDO on 36 years of extraordinary dedication to
uplifting vulnerable communities, particularly in the north-central region of
Bangladesh. Over these decades, ESDO has firmly established itself as a
transformative force, empowering marginalized groups and driving sustainable
development.

Our partnership with ESDO under the PROVATi® project has been highly
productive. Together, we have achieved significant progress in vocational
skill-building for youth in the Teesta-Brahmaputra River basin and in transforming
the livelihoods of LCS households through the GALS approach. These
achievements are a testament to ESDO’s innovative, flexible, and dynamic
management, which consistently delivers meaningful and lasting results.

Under the exemplary and visionary leadership of Dr. Md. Shahid Uz Zaman, ESDO
has become an invaluable partner to the government, as well as national and
international development agencies, exemplifying strategic excellence and
unwavering commitment.

As we celebrate this remarkable milestone, we honour ESDO’s enduring legacy
and look forward to its continued contributions toward building a brighter, more
equitable, and sustainable future for all.

Py vy

( Md Anisul Wahab Khan)
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Investing in rural people
21 March 2024

Subject: My Recent Visit to Thakurgaon

Shadid,
Dear Dr Zamah,

I am writing to express my sincere thanks to you and your amazing team for hosting such
a scintillating visit for me and my family this week. It was indeed a pleasure for me, and more so
for my family, to witness some of the amazing Initiatives ESDO is implementing and changing the
lives of thousands of people in 50 many ways.

As 1 prepare myself to embark onto the next chapter of my professional life, this visit allowed
us to create lifelong memories, which will be cherished very dearly by all of us. The sites we visited,
and the activities which were shown to us, are a true testament of how passionate and driven the
entire ESDO team has been in ensuring that you are dellvering the impacts in some of the most
vulnerable areas and communities. I am sure that your work will always be considered as an example
by the Bangladesh country programme of IFAD,

Lastly, please extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to your wonderful team, who had
worked relentlessly, during this hely period of Ramadan, and have made us feel at home throughout
this time.

Thank you,

\ maru/d' &rs
Cou rector, Bangladesh
Asia and the Pacific Division
Programme Management Department

Dr. Md. Shahid Uz Zaman

Executive Director

Eco Social Development Organization
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bangladesh Office: House - 74, Road - 18, Black - 3, Banani, Dhaks - 1213, Bangladesh
Tel. +E8 09609 140140,

Inernational Fund for Agricultural Developmant  Via Paolo di Dono, 44 00142 Roma, Maky
Tal.: +39 06 54507 Foc +30 08 5043463 E-mal: fad@ifad.ong  Web sile: www.ifad.org
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Sarder M. Asaduzzaman
Assistant Resident Representative
UNDP Bangladesh

Message

On the auspicious occasion of the 36th founding anniversary of the Eco-Social
Development Organization (ESDO), | convey my heartfelt congratulations and
warmest wishes to the entire ESDO team.

ESDO has been at the forefront of transformational change for over three
decades, steadfastly addressing the challenges of poverty, social inequality, and
environmental sustainability. Your relentless dedication has significantly
contributed to Bangladesh’s advancement toward achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), empowering countless individuals and fostering
resilience in vulnerable communities.

The longstanding partnership between UNDP Bangladesh and ESDO exemplifies
the power of collaboration in driving meaningful impact. You have championed
inclusive development, strengthened community capacities, and introduced
innovative solutions for sustainable progress. ESDO’s commitment to
people-centered approaches and its pioneering efforts continue to set
benchmarks for development excellence.

As ESDO embarks on its next chapter of growth and impact, | am confident that
your work will continue to inspire, innovate, and transform lives, paving the way
for a more equitable and prosperous future.

Congratulations once again on this remarkable milestone. May your journey
ahead be as impactful as the legacy you have built over the past 36 years.

/?“":';’7

(Sarder M. Asaduzzaman)
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Syeda Munira Sultana
National Project Coordinator
International Labour Organization (ILO), Bangladesh

Message

ESDO holds a special place in my heart, as their commitment to socio-economic
development and human rights is truly inspiring. | have been fortunate to support
their mission of empowering communities through my professional roles with
various UN agencies, such as IOM and ILO.

My relationship with ESDO began over two decades ago, and | have always
admired their dedication to creating lasting impact, often quietly transforming
the lives of millions. Most recently, | had the privilege of working with ESDO on a
successful project to eliminate child labor in Thakurgaon, which stands as a model
of community-driven change. | deeply value my collaboration with ESDO and
hope to continue contributing to their efforts to bring about meaningful change
in Bangladesh.

G L M—

(Syeda Munira Sultana)
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Ram Das
Country Director

Message CARE Bangladesh

Itis my great pleasure to congratulate one of CARE Bangladesh’s longest standing
partners Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) on their 36th Anniversary.
CARE and ESDO began their journey 26 years back with the in July 1998 with
began its journey with RSTP project.

He highlighted youth as key to shaping the future and reaffirmed ESDO
commitment to empowering young voice in climate action social justice, and
workforce development for a sustainable future.

Since its establishment in 1988, ESDO has set a benchmark for themselves to
advocate for sustainable development. They continue to show their
commitment to building a sustainable, secured, and resilient livelihood for the
underprivileged communities in the country. ESDO’s growth from a humble
organization working in the north to expanding to most parts of the country is a
testament to their commitment.

CARE has partnered with ESDO in several projects in areas of livelihood
improvement, poverty eradication, women empowerment, disaster mitigation,
climate action, youth engagement, emergency response and more. This
partnership has ensured extensive transformation of the hard-to- reach
communities, while empowering them with knowledge of social and economic
rights through self-reliance and community-led development initiatives.

On this special occasion, | extend my heartiest congratulations to the ESDO team
for their dedication, resilience, and passion to serve. We look forward to
continuing this journey together, strengthening our partnership to build a
brighter future for the communities we serve.

Congratulations on 36 years of legacy and best wishes for the years to come!

/4

(Ram Das)
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Kabita Bose
Country Director
Plan International Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of Plan International Bangladesh, | am delighted to congratulate the
Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) on its 36th anniversary. Over
these past decades, ESDO has exemplified dedication to humanitarian and
development work, driving progress across communities through innovation
and unwavering commitment.

Since its founding in 1988, ESDO has tirelessly supported marginalized commu-
nities in northern Bangladesh, helping build a fairer and more inclusive society.
Today, ESDO stands as a trusted partner for international NGOs and develop-
ment organizations, inspiring positive change throughout Bangladesh.

More than 86 years, Plan International has been working with children and girls
in over 80 countries to help create a world where we are all equal. We are
honored to partner with ESDO in Rangpur, Thakurgaon, Nilphamari, Jhalokhati,
and Lalmonirhat districts collaborating on over 15 impactful projects together.
These include the Integrated Sponsorship Programme, projects on adolescent
well-being, and numerous initiatives focused on education, health, and child
protection. Together, we have implemented vital programs like Joint Action for
Nutrition Outcomes (JANO), Empowering Adolescent Girls to End Child
Marriage (EAGECM), and Quality Inclusive Education and Sexual Reproductive
Health rights Project (QIESDP).

On this special occasion, | want to extend my best wishes to ESDO’s leadership
and team. We look forward to a continued partnership built on shared vision
and commitment to a brighter, equitable and more inclusive future for all.

(Kabita Bose)
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Bangladesh

Hasin Jahan
Country Director
WaterAid Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of WaterAid Bangladesh, | extend our warm congratulations to ESDO on
their 36th Anniversary.

Over the years, ESDO has demonstrated exceptional leadership and innovation in
addressing critical challenges, particularly in the areas of WASH (Water, Sanita-
tion, and Hygiene), environmental conservation, health, education, and livelihood
development. Their efforts have not only transformed individual lives but have
also contributed significantly to building resilient communities across the country.
We are particularly proud to collaborate with ESDO, particularly on strengthening
public sanitation services and public service delivery in Bangladesh's Integrated
Water Resource Management (IWRM) and Solid Waste Management (SWM)
sectors. This partnership reflects ESDO’s unwavering commitment to fostering
sustainable solutions for some of the most pressing issues faced by vulnerable
populations.

Heartiest congratulations once again to ESDO on celebrating their impactful work!
Their unwavering commitment to empowering communities, advancing WASH
services, and addressing climate challenges has been truly transformative.

Wishing ESDO continued success in the years ahead. Together, we will keep
making a difference!

S

(Hasin i_ahan)
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Shameema Akhter Shimul
Regional Coordinator
Enfants du Monde (EdM)

Message

We extend our heartfelt respect and warm congratulations to all the founders,
members, staff, and well wishers of ESDO, who have contributed to the
remarkable journey of this organization over the past thirty Six years.

For the last 36 years, ESDO has been dedicated to poverty alleviation, education,
healthcare, women’s empowerment, and various developmental initiatives with
unwavering commitment and determination. This extraordinary journey of
progress and impact is truly commendable and inspiring.

Your relentless efforts have significantly advanced the development path of
Bangladesh. We firmly believe that ESDO will continue to expand its initiatives in
the coming years, making meaningful contributions to improving lives and
creating lasting change.

On behalf of Enfants du Monde, we extend our sincere best wishes and
congratulations to the ESDO family. May ESDO’s future be bright and
prosperous!

(Shameema Akhter Shimul)
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Bread for all

Dora Chaudhuri
Country Director
HEKS/EPER

Message

It is with pleasure | write this note to congratulate Eco-Social Development
Organization (ESDO) on completing 36 years in the development sector. ESDO has
been a long-standing and trusted partner of HEKS Bangladesh, and we
acknowledge their dedication to our shared vision, notably in championing
inclusive growth, addressing critical socio-cultural and economic challenges and
empowering communities. Together, we have witnessed the transformative
impact of ESDO’s work on the countless lives it has touched.

As ESDO celebrates this landmark achievement, we reaffirm our shared
commitment towards sustainable development and social justice.

Over the years, ESDO has steadfastly dedicated itself to improving the well-being
of the vulnerable and marginalised communities including the plainland ethnic
minorities and the Dalits. With its diverse programs in poverty alleviation,
education, health, environmental sustainability and humanitarian assistance,
ESDO has established a reputation for excellence, transparency, and meaningful
impact.

We look forward to ESDO’s continued success and extend our warmest wishes for
further accomplishments in the years ahead.

Warm regsards.

b

(Dora Chaudhuri)
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education heals

Abdul Hamid
Country Director
EDUCO Bangladesh

Message

Warm congratulations to ESDO on their 36th Anniversary of operations in
Bangladesh. Over the last 30 years, |, personally know the ESDO and have been
witnessing their remarkable growth and success — It’s amazing. ESDO is a highly
valued and dedicated partner of EDUCO, as our partnership is based on a deep
mutual respect and shared passion for transforming the lives of children and
communities we work alongside. We applaud their unwavering commitment and
the exceptional leadership and vision they show on all facets of their work. Best
wishes ESDO!!

-

Y-

(Abdul Hamid)
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Mizanur Rahman Bhuiyan
Country Director
Stromme Foundation Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of Stromme Foundation Bangladesh, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) on reaching the
remarkable milestone of 36 years of impactful service in Bangladesh. This is not
just a celebration of years, but a celebration of the unwavering commitment,
tireless efforts, and exemplary achievements that ESDO has demonstrated in
uplifting the lives of the poor and marginalized communities.

Since its inception in 1988, ESDO has remained a persistent advocate for
sustainable development. For over three and a half decades, ESDO’s unwavering
commitment to building a sustainable, secured, and resilient livelihood for the
underprivileged has set a benchmark in the field of community development.
Your efforts to empower communities in the most underserved regions have not
only brought transformative changes but also fostered an environment of
ownership and participation. You are now a beacon of hope for the poor and
marginalized people.

As a trusted partner of Stromme Foundation, ESDO implements the ‘Socio
Economic Empowerment with Dignity and Sustainability (SEEDS)’ program using a
rights-based approach. The SEEDS empowers marginalised communities to realise
their social and economic rights through self-reliance and community-led
development. Sustainable community structures are established to improve
access to education, enhance incomes and create jobs for youth. Your exemplary
work with Stromme Foundation in the areas of livelihood improvement, youth
employment, education, back to school, early childhood development,
adolescents & women’s empowerment, and community engagement reflects a
deep-rooted commitment to ensuring holistic development and people’s
ownership to positive change.

On this special occasion, we commend the entire ESDO team for their dedication,
resilience, and passion to serve. We look forward to continuing this journey
together, strengthening our partnership to build a brighter future for the
communities we serve.

Congratulations on 36 years of excellence and best wishes for the years to come!

(B

Y

(Mizanﬁr Rahman Bhuiyan)
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Sumitra Mukherjee
Operations Director Asia Region and
Country Director Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), | extend our heartfelt respect and
warm congratulations to ESDO on its remarkable 36-year journey. This milestone
is a testament to the dedication, vision, and tireless efforts of ESDQO’s incredible
legacy.

Since July 2021, DRC has been privileged to collaborate with ESDO on impactful
initiatives such as zero-waste management, circular economy, waste-related
livelihood development, alternative livelihoods, and CBO development. ESDO's
groundbreaking innovations, such as black soldier fly cultivation and pioneering
floor mat production through waste recycling in the Rohingya camps, are a testa-
ment to its commitment to sustainable and transformative solutions. Together,
ESDO and DRC have successfully enhanced livelihoods and strengthened climate
resilience among community groups through innovative waste management
practices.

ESDO’s multidimensional expertise and its ability to deliver high-quality projects
efficiently on the ground have consistently stood out. Currently operating in 53
districts across Bangladesh and 8 camps in Cox’s Bazar, ESDO continues to exem-
plify excellence in addressing diverse community needs.

| wish ESDO continued success and expansion, bringing its invaluable contribu-
tions to even more communities across the nation.

Warm regards,

(oo

(Sumitra Mukherjee)
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Solidaridad

Selim Reza Hasan
Country Manager- Bangladesh
Solidaridad Network Asia

Message

Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) is one of the pioneering organization
contributing to the social, economic and environmental development in Bangladesh.
Under the stewardship of Dr. Md. Shahid Uz Zaman, ESDO has been playing a pivotal
role to address poverty, and improving social and economic justice for the farmers,
workers and the small entrepreneurs. The key approach of the organization is to
improve livelihood resiliency of the rural and urban poor, especially targeting women
and youth through creating income and employment opportunities.

Through promoting nature based and climate smart economic model, ESDO is
improving the living conditions of the farmers and workers in agriculture and other
economic sectors. This has been contributing not only on the economic benefits, but
also impacting on the overall social and environmental wellbeing for of the families
and the communities. The organization is addressing social and economic inequality
through leveraging investment in education and capacity development support to
graduate millions of households out of poverty and giving them a dignity of life.

ESDO has developed numerous innovating economic models for improving the
agricultural productivity and small businesses those are creating enterprises and
green jobs. One of very important contribution of ESDO is to improve livelihood
resiliency of the economic distress people through sustainable financing.

Solidaridad Asia is proud of working with ESDO to promote sustainable agricultural
production practices and to develop inclusive supply chain and fair value distribution
among farmers, workers and the market actors. Together with, we are promoting
supply chain governance to have shared benefits for the producers, entrepreneurs
and the supply chain actors. We are working with the farmers’/workers and their
associations, private sector and industry associations, research agencies, and the
relevant local and national authorities for the adoption of sustainable
agricultural/industrial practices. Our collective work has been contributing to
reduced inequality and poverty, through inclusive and systemic transformation of the
local supply chains that enable sustainable livelihoods of the farmers and workers,
and women and youth are increasingly having decent green jobs.

We look forward the togetherness with ESDO to scale the inclusive economically and
environmentally sustainable solutions in the agricultural and industrial landscape for
the prosperity of the farmers, workers and the enterprises.

(Selim Reza Hasan)
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Nurun Nahar
Country Director
Heifer International Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of Heifer International Bangladesh, | would like to extend our warmest
congratulations to you on the momentous occasion of your 36th anniversary. This
milestone is a testament to the incredible dedication, resilience, and tireless work you
have done over the years to uplift communities, drive meaningful change, and create
a lasting impact across the country.

For more than three decades, ESDO has been a beacon of hope, inspiring change and
advocating for the rights and well-being of the most vulnerable. The work you do has
touched countless lives, and your commitment to building sustainable solutions to
complex challenges is truly admirable. We, the Heifer International Bangladesh have
been privileged to work alongside you, and we value the enduring partnership that
has grown between our organizations over the years.

Together, we have accomplished so much, from improving smallholder farmer
livelihoods, reducing hunger and poverty, to promoting social equity and addressing
climate change. Our collaboration has been built on shared values and a common
vision for a better future. The synergy between our teams has been instrumental in
achieving impactful results, and we look forward to continuing this journey together,
deepening our cooperation and expanding our collective efforts to address the
evolving needs of the communities we serve.

As you celebrate this significant anniversary, | want to recognize not only the
milestones you have achieved but also the passion and commitment of your entire
team. It is your hard work, vision, and dedication that have made this work possible,
and | am confident that the next 36 years will see even greater success.

Once again, congratulations on your 36th anniversary, and thank you for your
partnership. We look forward to continuing our shared mission to create a more just,
inclusive, and sustainable world for all.

With warmest regards and best wishes for the future.

I

(Nurun Nahar)
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Md. Mahbub ul Alam
Country Director
Pathfinder International, Bangladesh

Message

I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to Eco-Social Development
Organization (ESDO) for completing their incredible thirty-six years’ journey of
serving marginalized communities in Bangladesh. ESDO stands as a pioneering force
in Bangladesh's socioeconomic and climate-cultural development landscape,
tirelessly championing in women empowerment, expanding economic and livelihood
options, improving health services and service seeking behavior, climate resilience,
disaster risk reduction, youth leadership and others. ESDO's journey from its
foundation to becoming a leading force for sustainable development remains as a
beacon of inspiration for all those who have committed to ensure economic,
environmental, and social justice for the people of Bangladesh.

Since its inception, ESDO has been at the forefront to address multifaceted complex
challenges and has expanded its reach into critical sectors such as health, education,
economic empowerment, and community development. Their community-based
initiatives emphasizing young people’s engagement and enhancement of their
knowledge, skills and agency greatly contribute to the development agendas of many
international organizations including Pathfinder International.

Pathfinder International has been a long-standing partner of ESDO and collaborated
in several transformative and enduring initiatives in Bangladesh including the USAID
Shukhi Jibon project that focused on locally led, equitable and innovative activities to
increase young people’s agency towards preventing child marriage, improving access
to better sexual and reproductive health, and changing community norms. Our
partnership is built on shared values and visions, and it underscores our mutual
commitment to enhancing the quality of life for individuals and ensuring that
development is both inclusive and sustainable.

Over last five decades, there were many organizations worked for the development
now visible in Bangladesh and, among them, ESDQO’s contribution to uplift the lives of
the millions especially in the northern parts of Bangladesh is simply remarkable. Let
this anniversary commemorate the achievements, renew the ambitions, energize the
spirits, and enliven stronger partnerships for the path ahead. Let’s continue to strive
together for a world where development and sustainability go hand in hand, creating
lasting benefits for generations to come.

oy

(Md. Mahbub ul Alam)
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Sajid Raihan
Country Manager
Start Fund Bangladesh

Message

On behalf of Start Bangladesh, | would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations
to the entire ESDO team on the occasion of your 36th anniversary. Over the years,
ESDO has made a significant impact in fostering sustainable development and
empowering communities across Bangladesh, and we deeply admire your dedica-
tion to positive change.

Your commitment to improving the lives of marginalized communities, advocat-
ing for social justice, and promoting environmental sustainability continues to
inspire all of us in the development sector. We are proud to stand alongside ESDO
as partners in building a better, more equitable future for all.

We look forward to further collaboration and wish you many more years of
success, growth, and meaningful contributions to society.

Warm regards,

T (e

(Sajid Raihan)
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Riad Imam Mahmud
Co-Founder Country Director

Expansion and Innovation
Max Foundation Bangladesh

Message

Since its inception in 1988, Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) has been
a beacon of hope and transformation for the marginalized populations of Bangla-
desh. Its unwavering commitment to holistic development across diverse
areas—ranging from health, education, nutrition, and water and sanitation to
livelihood, skill development, and human rights—continues to make a remarkable
impact. ESDO's dedication to building an equitable society free from poverty is
truly inspiring.

Max Foundation has had the privilege of working with ESDO since 2011, starting
with a WASH and health project in the remote islands of the Padma River in
Chapainawabganj. Together, we expanded our efforts to Kurigram municipality,
where we served 22 slums and urban communities, ensuring sustainable mater-
nal and child care, hygiene promotion, sanitation, and access to piped water
supply for slum dwellers. In 2023, our partnership further evolved with the imple-
mentation of the Max Healthy Villages approach in Lalmonirhat municipality and
its surrounding rural areas, a journey that will continue until 2026.

Our collaboration with ESDO has been a rewarding experience, especially in
advancing innovative solutions for child health through the empowerment of
young women entrepreneurs. ESDO’s dedication to creating lasting change reso-
nates deeply with Max Foundation’s mission.

On behalf of Max Foundation, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to ESDO on
its 36th anniversary. We wish ESDO continued success and growth in its incredible
journey of serving those in need and making a profound difference across Bangla-
desh.

Warm regards,

fZard

(Riad Imam Mahmud)
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Md. Wahidul Amin
Country Coordinator
HarvestPlus Bangladesh

Message

It is with great pleasure and honor that | congratulate Eco-Social Development
Organization (ESDO) to celebrate its three-decade milestone.

HarvestPlus strategy to increase biofortification worldwide is based on
partnerships. We work with thousands of partners worldwide in a variety of
industries who are all committed to enhancing the livelihoods, health, and
nutrition of marginalized rural and urban people. We have greatly increased the
production and distribution of biofortified crops through strong research
relationships with national agricultural research and extension systems (NARES)
and CGIAR crop breeding institutions, as well as strategic partnerships with
governmental, corporate, and civil society players. The commitment and
enthusiasm of our team members, partners, donors, and supporters is evident in
this success.

We appreciate the HarvestPlus-ESDO partnership in the project “Realizing Gender
Equality, Attitudinal Change and Transformative Systems in Nutrition” for
improved nutrition, nutrition-related rights and gender equality for the poorest
and most marginalized people, especially women, adolescent girls and children
under 5 years of age. We are grateful for the significant progress we have made in
advancing our purpose over the years together. There are many opportunities to
increase impact and improve the lives of millions of people in the future, fostering
additional innovation and realizing our goals of reducing global malnutrition.

| am confident that together, we can continue to impact significant nutritional
improvements of vulnerable people in Bangladesh.

(Md. Wahidul Amin)
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Serving Humanity
‘For the Country, For the People. For all Faiths'

Zareen Khair, Ph.D
Country Director
Muslim Aid-UK Bangladesh Country Office

Message

As the Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) proudly celebrates its 36th
anniversary, we take a moment to reflect on the extraordinary journey that has
shaped our mission and impact. For over three decades, ESDO has been a
trailblazer in driving social and environmental change, tirelessly working to uplift
marginalized communities and build a brighter future where sustainability and
social justice are intertwined.

From leading the way in eco-friendly solutions to empowering communities
through education, healthcare, and economic opportunities, ESDQO's steadfast
dedication to creating a more equitable and sustainable world has touched and
transformed countless lives. This milestone is not just a celebration of the past,
but a powerful reaffirmation of our commitment to a better tomorrow.

We extend our deepest gratitude to our partners, supporters, and the vibrant
communities we serve, whose trust and collaboration have been the foundation
of our success. Together, we are making lasting change-one that will continue to
inspire future generations to act with compassion, resilience, and hope.

Here's to 36 years of meaningful impact, and to countless more years of growth,
innovation, and shared success. Congratulations, ESDO, for your enduring vision
and invaluable contributions that continue to shape a better world for all!

)

(Zareen Khair, Ph.D)
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Md. Farhad Zamil

Executive Director

Sustainable Agriculture Foundation Bangladesh
(SAF Bangladesh)

Message

It is my privilege to extend our warmest congratulations to the Eco-Social
Development Organization (ESDO) on celebrating the remarkable milestone of its
30th anniversary! This celebration not only marks three decades of dedicated
service but also stands as a testament to ESDO’s lasting impact on the
communities it serves. Your steadfast commitment to agriculture and rural
development, poverty alleviation, education, health, nutrition and community
empowerment has set a commendable benchmark in the development sector,
inspiring countless others to pursue meaningful change.

Our former organization, Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture
Bangladesh (SFSA Bangladesh), partnered with ESDO in 2018 with the launch of
Surokkha project, aimed at promoting weather-based crop insurance for
smallholder farmers in the north-west region of Bangladesh. This was followed by
further partnerships on two transformative projects: the Farmers’ Hub Agri
Marketing Enterprises (FHAME) in 2020, and the Nutrition in City Ecosystem
(NICE) project in 2021. Our renewed organization, Sustainable Agriculture
Foundation Bangladesh (SAF Bangladesh), continues this commitment and
collaboration to this day.

We are proud to stand alongside ESDO in advancing climate-smart solutions in
agriculture, nutrition, and food systems. Together, we have made strides toward
our shared vision of resilient and prosperous communities, and we look forward
to many more years of impactful collaboration.

Congratulations once again on this exceptional milestone. | wish ESDO continued
success in all its future endeavors.

A

(Md. Farhad Zamil)
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FINISH MONDIAL
BANGLADESH

Wahida Anjoom

Country Coordinator

FINISH Mondial

WASTE advisers on urban environment and
development

Message

On behalf of the FINISH Mondial Bangladesh team, | extend my sincere
congratulations to ESDO and its dedicated team on the remarkable achievement
of thirty years of unwavering service to the people of Bangladesh.

For three decades, ESDO has exemplified leadership in community development,
demonstrating an extraordinary commitment to driving sustainable and
impactful change across critical sectors, including health, education, and social
empowerment. Your resilience and dedication have not only elevated the
standard of development work but have also significantly improved the lives of
countless individuals and families.

The partnership between ESDO and FINISH Mondial has been pivotal in
addressing Sustainable Development Goal 6, particularly target 6.2, which
emphasizes access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all.
Together, we have made substantial progress in implementing safely managed
sanitation systems and effective Waste Management in cities, thereby ensuring
that vulnerable communities have access to essential resources.

Aligned with FINISH Mondial's diamond approach, our collaboration underscores
the critical importance of integrating sanitation, hygiene, and financial inclusion
to develop sustainable, market-based sanitation systems. This comprehensive
strategy not only enhances community resilience but also fosters circular
economy practices that optimize resource utilization and promote environmental
sustainability.

As ESDO commemorates this significant anniversary, we at FINISH Mondial
remain committed to deepening our partnership. Together, we will continue to
drive transformative change, engage effectively with government stakeholders,
and work towards a healthier, more inclusive future for all communities in
Bangladesh.

In conclusion, | extend my profound congratulations to ESDO and the entire team
on this outstanding achievement. Your steadfast commitment and relentless
pursuit of excellence serve as an enduring inspiration to all involved in this vital
work.

(Wahida™Anjoom)
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Md. Abu Aslam
Portfolio Lead, Financial Institutions,
South Asia, Water.org

Message

ESDO is a well-known organization at national level. | am very happy to know that
ESDO is going to celebrate ‘36 Anniversary’ of establishment.

ESDOQ’s activities revolve around livelihoods such as education, health, agricul-
ture, nutrition, climate change adaption, safe water and sanitation, rights and
good governance, and food security.

As part of my professional duties, | have visited ESDO’s operations on several
times. The quality and efficiency of their activities is extraordinary and deserve
praise.

| like ESDQO’s innovative mindset and approach. In particular, ESDO has been work-
ing with the target population very earnestly and extensively to ensure safe water
and sanitation, to accelerate the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) 6.0 and SDG 13.0 and Government solutions.

We are already impressed by ESDQ’s safe water and hygienic latrines villages,
WASH connections and service centers, women entrepreneur’s, local entrepre-
neur’s and climate action initiatives. So their efforts have not only transformed
individual lives but have also contributed significantly to building resilient com-
munities across the country.

Really, we are particularly proud to collaborate with ESDO.

| wish the organization continued success on 36 Anniversary of ESDO and hearti-
est congratulations to all the ESDO family.

G

(Md. Abu-AsIam)
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Ayatullah Al-Mamun
Manager-Water, Food and Climate.

Message

On the occasion of ESDQO’s 36th year of remarkable accomplishments, HELVETAS
Bangladesh extends its heartfelt congratulations to the entire ESDO team.

May our development collaboration mark a promising new chapter as we integrate a
climate-sensitive approach in development. ESDO’s commitment to following a
lifecycle approach in its field activities is an exemplary model for achieving sustainable
development. By implementing multifaceted program initiatives in the same area,
ESDO has demonstrated its capacity to ensure the sustainability of projects,
leveraging its robust legacy and proven methodologies.

We deeply value ESDO’s innovative approaches, which promote localization,
nature-based solutions, and the preservation of indigenous knowledge. Such efforts
are vital in addressing the challenges of today while safeguarding the resources and
wisdom of tomorrow.

As HELVETAS embarks on this collaborative journey with ESDO, we look forward to
expanding our shared vision and achieving greater milestones together. May ESDO
continue to thrive nationally and internationally, inspiring communities and
organizations alike.

Wishing ESDO continued success and greater heights in its 36th year of
transformative impact.

Warm regards,

Ayatullah Al-Mamun
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Manusher Jonno
Foundation

Shaheen Anam
Executive Director
Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF)

Message of Congratulations

Heartiest congratulations to Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) on
completing three decades of remarkable success! As a leading and impactful
regional NGO in Bangladesh, ESDO has played a significant role in empowering
marginalized and disadvantaged communities and impacting society.

The long-standing partnership between ESDO and MJF has been more than just
project-based collaboration; it has been a joint journey towards fostering
sustainable change and development. Over the years, MJF has worked with ESDO
on various projects, and our collaboration continues through the ongoing CREA
project, further strengthening our partnership.

ESDOQ's three decades of dedicated work demonstrate how aligning with local
needs can bring about transformative and sustainable change in society. On
behalf of MJF, | extend my heartfelt congratulations to ESDO and express our
commitment to working together on future initiatives that promote development
and social justice.

May ESDO's incredible journey of success continue, inspiring others and
contributing to meaningful change in the years to come.
Warm regards,

Alobsinr btioer

(Shaheen Anam)
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Professor Joe Devine
Associate Pro Vice Chancellor
University of Bath

England (UK)

Message

ESDO celebrates 36 years of success and impact. It has been tireless in its support
for those most in need, and in its commitment to change the structures in society
that result in poverty, marginalisation and discrimination. In short, ESDO has had
the courage to speak truth to power and then had the creativity to develop practi-
cal solutions that address societal injustices. In 2024, ESDQO’s mission is to build
“an equitable society free from all discriminations”. As Bangladesh looks to a
future that promotes the wellbeing of all its citizens, it can take inspiration from
the passion and vision of ESDO. | wish ESDO every success in the future.

ijd-ﬂ,._;.n_gh

(Professor Joe Devine)
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André de Wit
Pum expert
The Netherlands

Message

I am glad to hear you are oke and your organisation also. It is a long time 36 years
for your organisation to exist. You all can be proud about that!

My experience with Esdo in Bangladesh is very good. The people picked me up at
the airport of Saidpur and bring me to Tetulia. In Tetulia Esdo has a very nice
Hotel where | did stay for 2 weeks. The question to me was or | could help to bring
the Tulp flowers to a higher level. Over there every day they picked me up and
bring me to the place where | want to go to. Most of the time | want to go to the
farm and the land. | wanted to see their land and | want to see their plant
material. Everybody was very nice and they showed me what | want. After some
days we started to plant the bulbs from the year before. Thes bulbs were not the
best quality but the most imported thing was that | want to show them how |
want to plant the Tulp bulbs. So, when the new Tulp bulbs will arrive, they know
how to plant them. It was a group of farmers and they did a very good job. We
planted a couple of days and after that we covered the ground with rice straw
because it can be hot in December and January and by doing this it stays cooler.
The new bulbs did arrive in the first half of December.

When | was away the farmers did do a great job by making a fence against the
wind and a roof against the sun. They planted the new bulbs and I did show them
how to give water on a better way so later on | saw the foto's and the quality was
good. They showed me also, by foto's, a lot of people did come to look at the Tulp
flowers. So | think | did go a good job also and | am very happy about it.

| found it very nice to help the farmers in Bangladesh and let them make a good
quality of tulp flowers.

| did also gave some advice for the furure. For example: how to transport the
flowers to Dhakka and the need to build a coulstore for keeping the flowers and
the bulbs in a good condition.

Thank you very much for the great cooperation in Bangladesh!

André de Wit
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CH-1202 Geneve

Eco-Social Development Organization
Dr. Md. Shaid Uz Zaman

Baliadangi Road

Thakurgaon

Bangladesh

Geneva, December 9, 2024

Dear Dr. Zaman, dear ESDO Family,

On the joyous occasion of ESD0's 36th anniversary, | would like to axtend my heartfelt congratulations and
decpest respect to the founders, members, staff, and well-wishers who have contributed to this incredible
journsy,

For the past 36 years, ESDO has been a symbol of resilience, dedication, and compassion. s unwavering
commitment to poverty alleviation, education, healthcare, women's empowerment, and community
development has transformed countless lives and made a significant impact an the development
landscape of Bangladesh,

This milestone is a reflection of the hard work, unity, and shared vision that have guided ESDO through its
extraordinary journey. Itis truly inspiring to witness the meaningful contributions ESDO has made toward
building a brighter future for the communities it serves.

45 we celebrate this remarkable achievement, let us look ahead with optimism and determination tor
cantinue this mission of creating lasting change. | have every confidence that ESDO will reach even greater
heights in the years 1o come,

wyawedm.ch | +41 22 798 88 81 info@ednich
1BAN: CH 50 0500 0000 12000415 4

Qffrir un meilleur ave antc et a leduc dhoit und Bitdung cin dunft bveton
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Atthis special occasion, we express ourwish to develop a high-quality partnership that highlights the skills
and the past and present successes of ESD0 and of EdM in the field through impactful activities, and in
mobilising resources of stakeholders. In doing so we will work together to contribute to the sustainable
change which the world needs,

Congratulations once again on this significant milestone, May ESDO's future be filled with even greater
success and prosperity!

Warm regard's.
—1= I 0 GO e
> ||\
)
Beata Goden,

Secretary General i
Enfants du Monde
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Windi Arini
Country Director, Indonesia (a.i.)

Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and
Humanitarian Law

Message

On behalf of the Raoul Wallenberg Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian
Law (RWI), I am honored to commemorate the 36th anniversary of the
Environment and Social Development Organization (ESDO).

RWI is a Swedish-based independent academic institution dedicated to
promoting and advancing human rights globally. Through education, research,
and capacity building, RWI collaborates with local actors, governments, civil
society organizations, and academia to enhance the understanding and
implementation of human rights principles.

In the context of Asia and the Pacific, RWI recognizes the crucial role of integrating
a human rights- based approach (HRBA) into local policies and programs. As part
of this effort, RWI organized a series of Blended Learning Courses for local actors
on HRBA and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through this BLC in
2022, we had a chance to support a transformative project, "Reducing and
Eliminating Hazardous Child Labor in Thakurgaon Municipality" led by Dr Md.
Shahid Uz Zaman of ESDO. The project emonstrated how integrating an HRBA
into local governance can address child labor's root causes, strengthen
community resilience, and promote inclusive development.

Through RWI’s knowledge products and ESDQO’s on-the-ground advocacy,
Thakurgaon established the Women and Child Standing Committee, a critical
mechanism for addressing child labor at the policy level. This institutional
milestone not only ensured dedicated attention to children’s rights but also
positioned the municipality as a leader in promoting a child-labor-free urban
environment. The success of the Thakurgaon project underscores the power of
partnerships in achieving sustainable and rights-based development. ESDO’s local
expertise and community networks, combined with RWI’s human rights
framework and capacity-building support, created a holistic model for tackling
complex social challenges.

As we reflect on this achievement, we celebrate ESDO’s remarkable journey over
the past 36 years and reaffirm our commitment to fostering partnerships that
champion human rights and build inclusive, sustainable futures for all.

Windi Arini
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Pham Thj Héng, MPH
Executive Director

https://cecd.vn

Message

| am delighted to hear that Eco-Social Development Organization(ESDO) is
celebrating 36 years of its development journey.

All my best wishes to Zaman Bhai, Dr. Selima and ESDO team.

Pham Thi Héng, MPH
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Joyce Nyaboga - Otieno
Senior Network Development Adviser
(Design and Infrastructure)

Message

The Bangladesh Hub is built on the principles of locally led and equitable partner-
ships. ESDO is one of the leading local organisations supporting the development
process of the Hub by providing its leadership and systems in the capacity of a
host organisation to support the Hub in the incubation process. ESDO’s contribu-
tion to the hub development offers great examples for other local partners and
hubs beyond Bangladesh. Congratulations to ESDO on its 36th anniversary!

Joyce Nyaboga - Otieno
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Tilottam Paudel

President,

Jagriti Child and Youth Concern Nepal (JCYCN)
Executive Member,

National Youth Council, Government of Nepal

Message

Greetings from JCYCN.

| want to congratulate you on reaching the remarkable milestone of 36 years of
dedicated service and impactful work to ESDO! Your contributions to community
development and humanitarian efforts are truly commendable.

Since 2008, our bond has been truly inspiring. Your ongoing support, knowledge
sharing, and exchange of experiences have been instrumental in strengthening
our relationship. We are especially grateful for your unwavering support during
the 2015 Nepal earthquake. Your timely assistance during such a critical period
made a profound difference, and we deeply appreciate your efforts.

As we celebrate your achievements, we look forward to continuing our
collaboration in the future. We are eager to share experiences and learn from
each other, implementing the best practices that have made ESDO so successful.
Together, we can achieve even greater heights.

Wishing you continued success and many more years of positive impact.

Warm regards,

Tilottam Paudel
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Abhinav Kumar Chaudhary
Chairman

Land Our Future

Message

On behalf of Land Our Future, Nepal, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to the
Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) on reaching the extraordinary milestone
of 36 vyears of dedicated service and excellence in promoting sustainable
development.

The remarkable achievements of ESDO stand as a testament to its relentless hard
work, innovation, and unwavering commitment. This success is a reflection of the
visionary leadership of Founder Executive Director Dr. Md. Shahid Uz Zaman,
complemented by the exceptional efforts of the dynamic ESDO team. Your steadfast
dedication to social and environmental transformation is truly commendable and
inspiring. Beside of Bangladesh ESDO is working in Nepal. We take pride in the strong
relationship between our organizations. ESDO's inclusive support to Nepal, especially
during the aftermath of the devastating earthquake, was invaluable. Furthermore,
our collaboration in the eco-tourism sector has been a shining example of
cross-border partnership. Over the past year, we successfully facilitated the exchange
of three teams from Nepal visiting Bangladesh and two teams from Bangladesh
visiting Nepal under this initiative, fostering mutual learning and cooperation.

As we look to the future, we anticipate strengthening this partnership to achieve
greater socio-economic transformations in both Bangladesh and Nepal. By working
together oon innovative initiatives such as archaeological and agro-tourism,
combating desertification, addressing climate change, and advancing environmental
conservation, we can create a lasting impact and inspire others to join our shared
vision of a sustainable and equitable world.

Once again, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to ESDO on this momentous
occasion. We wish you continued success and look forward to many more years of
fruitful collaboration. Thank you for being valued partners and steadfast allies in our
journey toward a better future.

Warm regards,

I

(Abhinav Kumar Chaudhary)
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Dewan A H Alamgir
International Development Expert

Message

It is a great honor to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Eco-Social
Development Organization (ESDO) on its 36th Anniversary. | have had the privilege of
knowing ESDO since the early 1990s when it was a very small organization, and | have
supported its activities over the years. | also personally know its founder, Dr. Md.
Shahid Uz Zaman, and deeply admire his visionary leadership and unwavering
commitment. Over the past decades, ESDO has exemplified a commitment to
uplifting communities and driving impactful change across Bangladesh. This
milestone is a testament to its unwavering dedication to improving the lives of
millions, particularly women, children, and underprivileged families.

ESDO’s diverse programs—spanning microfinance, agri-business development,
microenterprise development, education, skill development for young people,
climate change adaptation, and initiatives on the social and cultural fronts—highlight
its holistic approach to development. Each of these areas reflects an understanding of
the intricate challenges faced by communities and an innovative drive to provide
sustainable solutions. The organization’s efforts have not only empowered individuals
but have also built resilient communities prepared for a better future.

| am particularly inspired by ESDO’s leadership in addressing climate change and its
integration of this critical issue into its broader development agenda. In a world
where climate impacts are felt disproportionately by the most vulnerable, ESDO’s
work ensures that marginalized communities are equipped to adapt and thrive.
Equally commendable is the organization’s role in fostering education and skill
development, which lay the foundation for long-term socio-economic progress.

As a prominent partner of PKSF, ESDO has set a benchmark for collaboration, effective
implementation, and innovation in development. Its ability to bring together
stakeholders and resources reflects a shared vision for a brighter and more equitable
future for all.

On this momentous occasion, | extend my gratitude to ESDO’s leadership, staff, and
partners for their tireless efforts. Your dedication and resilience inspire us all. As you
celebrate 36 years of transformative work, | am confident that ESDO will continue to
chart new paths in sustainable development and bring hope to countless lives. It is
befitting to mention that ESDQ’s vision is similar to all Bangladeshis who aspire to
have prosperous, peaceful and dignified life.

Congratulations once again, and | wish ESDO continued success in all its endeavors.

fomger +ffS 2T 2028~ (IR (@ SIF A 06T frmeler W@



Sarwar Mahmud
Former chairman
National River Conservation Commission

Message

On the eve of completion of three duo decennials, | would like to congratulate
Eco-Social Development Organization (ESDO) for reaching new height. ESDO
started its journey as social development organization, in late eighties, when
Bangladesh facing various challenges in development arena. The organization
gradually became a vibrant one by dint of hard work, professionalism, dedication
and patriotism. The founder ED, Mr. Md. Shahid Uz Zaman Ph.D lead the
organization from front with vision and competency. They became successful in
reaching the poor, marginalized sections of the country who were remained
inaccessible to change their destiny. ESDO joined hands with the government of
Bangladesh and development partners to make the underprivileged million’s
dreams come true. In touch with the development efforts, the millions found
their pathway to change their fortune. In this process, by enhancing the capacity,
the target groups achieved awareness, upliftment of socioeconomic status,
formation of capital in terms of social and physical of the target groups.

ESDO acquired invaluable knowledge, experiences and skills by doing daunting
tasks in different fronts. Pursuing the motto ‘leaving no one behind’, they pull the
less fortunate sections of the societies and mainstreaming them to the
development endeavour. Socio-economic developments of nationwide
beneficiaries are the proud outcome of relentless efforts. Host of dedicated,
experience and competent workforce is the strength of this organization. Prudent
and visionary leadership of Mr Zaman help them achieve the ambitious
targets/goals of the organization; they developed some core values which are the
strength of advancement. These competencies and values help to unleash the
potentials of marginalized and less advantaged population of the country. Policy
support of the government and assistances from the development partners were
helpful to implement joint venture development project. Meanwhile ESDO has
undertaken reforms and innovative measures to cope with the changing
circumstances of the globe.

ESDO is focusing its endeavours on the new frontiers where it can lift the targeted
people of the organization to a new state of happiness where there will be no
sense of deprivation, discrimination and people live with dignity and honour. Long
live ESDO with the hope of millions.

Sarwar Mahmud
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ESDO: A unique model of
transformation in development

Parimal Sarker

Portfolio Management Expert,
ADB BRM &

(Joint Secretary, on Lien

Ministry of Public Administration.)

The most beautiful and satisfying days of my life are the days | spent with Mr. Md
Shahid-uz-Zaman bhai in establishing Eco-Social development Organization (ESDO) at
Thakurgaon in 1988. Prior to establishing this voluntary development organization, Zaman
bhai used to lead a group of young people and engaged themselves for promotion of
culture, sports, science clubs and libraries for the all-round development of these young
people in Thakurgaon. He knew that the young people should be provided with
opportunities to prepare themselves as responsible and creative citizens and at the same
time their leadership and organizing skills be enhanced for the betterment of their
community as well as their society. Hence, he formed some clubs such as sports, science,
and literary clubs and established libraries and engaged them in these extra-curricular
programs for physical, cognitive and spiritual development. He was a committed and
proactive leader who guided and motivated us to work for the vulnerable and
marginalized people to bring about a positive change in their lives. To be precise and to
tell the truth, from his childhood he has demonstrated his competence in organizing
different events i.e. cultural, literary and sports programs and motivated the young
people to participate both in extracurricular as well as social development activities. The
sense for strong commitment to the welfare of the vulnerable people has inspired him to
establish ESDO which has contributed to achieving significant strides in socio economic
development of the vulnerable and marginalized people in Bangladesh. Under his
prudent and dynamic leadership this organization has been recognized as a promising and
remarkable development organization through its strong presence in development
interventions. This organization has been awarded a good number of prestigious awards
both from national and international perspective for its recognition of commendable
success in socioeconomic development of the vulnerable. His unwavering commitment
and dedication have made the journey of ESDO smooth. ESDO deserves special
appreciation for its innovative and comprehensive approach towards development.

It was in 1988, under the dynamic and prudent leadership of Mr. Shahid-Uz-zaman,
Executive Director of ESDO we established this organization and from its inception ESDO
has been entrusted with a noble vision work in solidarity with poor and marginalized
people to bring them out of poverty. Initially under Zaman bhai’s call a group of young,
vibrant, committed and dedicated people came forward to establishing this people
centered organization committed to envisioning a society free from all discriminations,
inequality and injustice. For the last 36 years ESDO has been serving relentlessly to bring
about a transformative change in the lives of the most poor and vulnerable people of
Bangladesh.
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There is no denying the fact that with all its capacity, energy and resources ESDO has been
striving to respond to the most pressing needs of the poor especially women and children.
This created a tremendous urge among us and our efforts played an instrumental role in
creating ESDO a real home for the poor fighting for a better tomorrow. | feel honored to
be an integral part of the inception of ESDO as well as to support this dynamic
organization as and when required. The unwavering commitment to do something for the
betterment of the poor inspired me to have proactively been engaged with ESDO and this
has created an opportunity for me to serve the rural poor especially women. | have learnt
many things about people and how they struggle to improve their livelihood.

Under Zaman bhai’s guidance and valuable advice, we worked hard to improve the
financial position of ESDO. He came forward and started working hard as well as
maintained effective communication and network with international NGOs and financing
partners to seek financing for the organization. His ardent effort for exploring financing
became successful when we got foreign fund from South Asia Partnership-Canada BD and
as a result, ESDO got registered under NGO Bureau Affairs. A good number of
visitors/donors started visiting ESDO and appreciated the performance of the
organization. They were highly impressed with the dedication and strong commitment of
a group of young development workers of ESDO.

Our respected teacher Mirja Alamgir sir also contributed significantly to promoting and
patronizing the activities of ESDO through his sincere guidance and valuable policy advice.
At the initial stage, kamruzzaman bhai, Jamini, Nirmal, Sontosh(late) and many of our
friends played proactive role in supporting and promoting organizational objectives. |
always acknowledge their support and cooperation with due appreciation and respect.

ESDO: seeking a society free from all discrimination

In the last 36 years ESDO has experienced both challenges and opportunities to realize its
objectives and goals. As founder Executive Director Zaman bhai knows that without
undertaking integrated development programs for the poor and marginalized through
service delivery and rights-based approach the real development for the vulnerable will
not occur. The poor and the marginalized need to be made aware of their rights and
responsibilities and assert their voice in the decision-making process of development. To
ensure a society free from all discriminations, focus should be made on undertaking
comprehensive programs for their livelihood, health, education, nutrition and human
rights.

ESDO: transformative role in development

The most important aspect of ESDO is to play a key role in transformative development
through adopting comprehensive development approach through access to finance to the
most poor and vulnerable particularly women, opportunities for livelihood skills, human
capital formation (health, education and nutrition and human rights services). Most of the
beneficiaries of ESDO are women and women have been provided with access to finance,
capacity building training, health, education and nutrition services. They have now
emerged as capable and effective leader who can run their businesses /enterprises and
thus contribute to achieving self-sufficiency in their life. Zaman bhai has transformed
ESDO as a trusted development organization through focusing innovation, quality, right
based approach, strategic management and climate actions. Under his guidance and
leadership ESDO has emerged as a leading organization aligning its development
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interventions with both national as well as global development goals. ESDO strongly
believes that Climate change has been one of the major priorities to sustain the
development outcomes and hence a holistic approach has been undertaken focusing on
promotion of green growth and climate resilience. while undertaking any development
initiative ESDO adopts initiatives to address the concern of climate change and thus
contributes to achieving climate resilience and environmental sustainability.

ESDO: an example of partnership and cooperation

ESDO has been closely working in cooperation and collaboration with the Government
and other actors for improving quality of life of the vulnerable through provision of
microfinance, human capital formation (skill training, education and health facilities),
gender and human right services which lead towards sustainable development and social
justice to the vulnerable and marginalized people in Bangladesh. This organization
maintains communication and network with other national and international organization
to get in touch with the new approaches in the changing context of development. ESDO
has been a leading development Organization which facilitates other non-government
organizations to grow and flourish. ESDO Played a key role in supporting and
strengthening other local development organizations. It focuses on quality and innovation
in managing development activities for the beneficiaries. Furthermore, institutional and
governance reforms are in place for improving the management of services.

Under prudent leadership of founding Executive Director Mr. Shahid-Uz-Zaman ESDO
adopts policies to bring about significant improvements in education, health, and
women’s empowerment programs. He puts strong focus on policies to facilitate
introducing new technologies, skill development and innovation, reducing economic and
social inequalities, women empowerment, strengthening institutions and improving
governance in operations and services. He also maintains a strong network and
coordination with national and international NGOs to realize global commitments
through promoting regionalism and shaping global institutions and thus he has been able
to uphold the status of ESDO as a promising actor in development in the regional and
global arena in respect of commitments towards development. In addition, his spouse Dr
Selima Akhter, Principal at Eco Pathshala and College and Director of ESDO has
contributed significantly to developing critical as well as intellectual thinking of the
students of this esteemed academic institution. She works for quality education,
improving faculty of critical thinking and promoting lifelong skills of the students. She
provides policy guidance and advice on gender development, climate action, capacity
building as well as facilitates smooth implementation of programs. | admire her sincere
commitment, dedication to serve the suffering humanity for their betterment.

| am confident that ESDO will usher in a new world of hope for the upliftment of the most
poor and vulnerable and contribute significantly to shaping dimension of development
aligned with national and global development goals.

On this very august day at 36 years of anniversary | convey my heartfelt thanks and
gratitude to our respected Zaman bhai, founding Executive Director, his spouse Dr Selima
Akhter, Principal at Eco Pathshala and College, all the development workers, officers and
staff and well-wishers of ESDO to support and facilitate realization of its noble mission for
a better world free from all discriminations, inequality and injustice. Together we can
achieve a better world for our ensuring generation.
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The Tree of Hope
Shaswoto Zaman
Team Leader Youth Engagement & ICT, ESDO

Thirty-six years ago, a seed was planted in the heart of Bangladesh. That seed was
ESDO—a hope that dreamed of growing into something greater.

As the years passed, this seed grew into a sturdy tree, its roots sinking deep into the soil
of trust and its branches reaching out to shelter the vulnerable. This tree, ESDO, became
a sanctuary for those who had nowhere else to turn.

The poor and marginalized found shade under its branches—protection from the harsh
sun of poverty and inequality. They gathered under it to share their dreams, their
struggles, and their stories. Like the tree that gives its fruit without expecting anything in
return, ESDO offered them tools to build their lives .This tree gave them shade when the
world offered only storms.

But it wasn’t just the vulnerable who found solace under this tree. Its roots provided
stability for the many hands that nurtured it—the staff, the volunteers, the visionaries
who worked tirelessly to ensure its growth. The tree grew strong because of them, and in
return, it gave them purpose, fulfillment, and the joy of making a difference.

The tree does not choose whom to help. Its shade is for everyone. Its fruits feed the
hungry, its roots hold the soil steady during floods, and its branches stand as a reminder
that even the smallest seed can grow into something magnificent.

Everyone who has ever stood under this tree has a story. A farmer who planted his first
crop with ESDQO’s guidance. A student who found her voice through its education
programs. A staff member whose life was transformed by the joy of serving others. There
are millions of stories like these, all deeply rooted in the shade of this tree.

As we celebrate 36 years of ESDO, the tree of hope, we honor every story that has grown
alongside it. This is not just the story of an organization. It is the story of countless lives
touched, changed, and uplifted. And it is a reminder that when we plant a seed with love,
it can grow into something that nourishes the world for generations to come.

And thus, the tree whispers its eternal truth—gentle yet unwavering:
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